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DOWN-RANGE is the Commission’s quarterly newsletter. It is intended to provide useful information
that will inform, inspire, and motivate active-duty and retired military members, veterans, families of
both, and interested local citizens.
 It may be viewed at: https://www.hhoh.org/517/Events-Resources. Tell your neighbors.
 EDITORS NOTE: Be sure to attend the Huber Heights Veterans Memorial dedication on 6
November and the Huber Heights Veterans Day ceremonies on 11 November. Details below under
Upcoming Veteran Events.

Chair’s Remarks: (ALBERT GRIGGS, JR.)
It is surprising to me to realize how much time has passed since the adoption of the Huber
City Ordinance Number 2018-O-2355, dated 28 November 2018, which established the City
Of Huber Heights Military and Veterans Commission. This ordinance grew from a recognition
of the large active duty and retired military population of the city, it grew from a sincere
desire of city’s leadership to provide better recognition and support of that population, with
the goal being legitimately entitled to the designation of being a “military friendly” city.
Certainly, the commission has experienced some growing pains, and some hard work
establishing beneficial strategies to accomplish the goals of the city. Many fine ideas were
offered by citizen visitors, some readily accepted, some admired but not feasible most often
due to resource constraints. Even so, the Commission continues to work toward any
beneficial solutions it can construct. I am happy to say that the Huber Heights Veterans
Memorial, long discussed, has now become a reality, and will be dedicated on the Saturday
6 November of this year (see next). The Commission is enormously proud in having
participated in the actualizing the Memorial and looks forward to more accomplishments in
the future..

Honoring Military Veterans

Commission News:
HUBER HEIGHTS VETERANS MEMORIAL DEDICATION CEREMONY The
Huber Heights City Council, in coordination with the Huber Heights Military and
Veterans Commission, is proud to announce the dedication ceremony for the Huber
Heights Veterans Memorial. The ceremony will be held November 6, 2021, 11:00am,
at the veteran’s memorial site located in Thomas A. Cloud Memorial Park, Huber
Heights, OH. Thomas A. Cloud is located in Huber Heights on Brandt Pike, south of
Kitridge Road and north of Needmore Road. Please accept our invitation to join us
for the dedication ceremony. It will be a momentous event for the city and its military
(veterans, active-duty military members, and families of both) community. An event
we believe will be etched in each attendee’s memory for a long time.

Artist rendering on new Huber Heights Veterans Memorial

Young Marines render salute at Memorial ceremony
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MC Bill Cromer addresses audience along with
Minister Rick Nance and Chairperson Al Griggs

Mayor Gore speaks to audience.

Colonel Cassie Barlow (USAF-Ret)
addresses the audience.

The U.S. Space Force (USSF) is the newest branch of the Armed Forces. It was
established December 20, 2019, with enactment of the Fiscal Year 2020 National Defense
Authorization Act. The USFF organizes, trains, and equips space forces in order to protect
U.S. and allied interests in space and to provide space capabilities to the joint force. USSF
responsibilities will include developing Guardians, acquiring military space systems,
maturing the military doctrine for space power, and organizing space forces to present to
our Combatant Commands.

Following the Memorial dedication, Veterans Day ceremonies were conducted on 11 Nov
2021. Although it was a very cold and rainy day, quite a few people showed up.

Veterans Day Wreath
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DAR presents wreath

Young Marine/PFC Isabella Stapleton salutes Memorial
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Special Notices
The National Suicide Prevention Center and the Military Crisis Line are at the same
number and it is: 800-273-8255. Mental health services have recently been enhanced
by a program called, “in Transition.” No matter the situation, hard things happen. And it
is nice to have someone to talk to. Assistance is 100% confidential and complimentary.
You can see the details at: https://www.pdhealth.mil/resources/intransition.

The Montgomery County Veterans Service Commission (MCVSC) web site can be
viewed at: http://www.mcvsc.org. The website contains the monthly newsletter and a
large amount of current information and helpful tips useful to veterans. Please glance at it.

The National Military Family Association (NFMA) web site can be viewed at:

https://www.militaryfamily.org.
In 1969, the Association was founded by a handful of military wives who
wanted to make sure their widowed friends were properly taken care of.
Two years later, the Survivor Benefit Plan became law, and the Association
has been hard at work ever since. A small, but determined, group of
spouses around a kitchen table has expanded into a strong force of military
families representing all ranks and Services. Their mission is stand up for,
support, and enhance the quality of life for every military family through bold
advocacy, innovative programming, and dynamic and responsive solutions.
R.E.D. Shirt Friday RED is an acronym that stands for Remember Everyone
Deployed. R.E.D. Shirt Friday was created to remind people of our heroes overseas and
show that we are thinking of them. People across the country wear red every Friday to
serve as a reminder and spread the message of how important it is that we keep our
troops in our thoughts. Our Red Shirt idea of showing our solidarity and support for our
troops will be continuing on each and every Friday, until ALL of our troops come home.
We hope that every RED-blooded American who supports our young military men and
women, WEAR SOMETHING RED.
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More News:
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, Texas – Remembered as a man who
faithfully served his country and was a devoted father and a man of faith, Lt. Col. Richard
“Dick” Cole, the last of the Doolittle Raiders, was honored and posthumously promoted to
the rank of colonel during a September 7 ceremony at the Joint Base San Antonio-Fort
Sam Houston Golf Course ballroom. Family members and distinguished guests, including
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. CQ Brown Jr., gathered to pay their respects for Cole, who
died at the age of 103 on April 9, 2019. General Brown presented a certificate of Cole’s
posthumous promotion to colonel to Cole’s children, retired Air Force Lt. Col. (Dr.) Rich
Cole and Cindy Cole Chal.
FREE ROOF - Montgomery County Veteran Services was contacted by DryTech Exteriors,
a locally owned residential and commercial roofing company. They would like to give back
to their military community by providing a military Veteran and their families with a Free
Roof. This is a valid offer. If you know a Veteran or active service member in need of a
new roof, please visit https://drytechexteriors.com/roof-deployment-project/ To nominate
them, go to: https://www.facebook.com/DryTechExteriors/posts/926697001508574

Please see The Boy on Omaha Beach (Courtesy of Steve Ratcliffe, VVA 97). PleasePlease-Please watch this one. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8k9Si28k0Fk

American Recovery Plan - The American recovery plan will cancel many V.A. copayments
for medical care and prescriptions. (Courtesy of Steve Ratcliffe, VVA Chapter 97)
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/ss20210323-copayment-debt-refunds-forgiveness

United Way VetsLink 2-1-1 is connecting Service Members, Veterans, and their families to
the resources they need during this stressful period through phone by dialing 2-1-1 or chat
at the link below. Get support for Rent, Utility or Food Assistance among many other needs
24/7 365.
https://dayton-unitedway.org/vetslink-2-1-1/

Winter Coat Giveaway. The Montgomery County Veterans Service Commission is pleased
to announce the 2nd Annual New Winter Coat Giveaway. All Montgomery County Veterans
in need are welcome to receive one coat, hat, scarf, and glove set. Quantities are limited
and it is first come, first served. See income guidelines and eligibility requirements at:
https://mcvsc.org/coats/
November 17, 2021; 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at our office:
627 Edwin C. Moses Blvd.; 4th Floor, East Medical Plaza
Dayton, OH 45417; 937-558-9172
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 UPCOMING VETERAN EVENTS:

None scheduled

 RECOMMENDED READING:
The Hero Code: Lessons Learned from Lives Well Lived,” by Admiral William H. McRaven
Available in public libraries.

 PUBLICATIONS:
Stars and Stripes (https://www.stripes.com/)

The Montgomery County Veterans Service Commission (MCVSC) is a county agency
dedicated to serving Montgomery County veterans. It is not affiliated with the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs. MCVSC publishes a Newsletter and may be viewed
through their web site at https://mcvsc.org/newsletter-archive/.
 EDITORS NOTE: For vietnam vets and those interested in the vietnam war, the next two
publications will be of interest to you. Eventually you will be able to get both by becoming a member
of VVA Chapter 97 in Huber Heights. For now, in order to see the magazine, you must go directly to
the web site. Contact Chapter President Dave Fuchs, 937-750-6951 for further information.
Vietnam Veterans of America Magazine
https://vva.org/publications/the-vva-veteran/

VVA DISPATCHES(obtained through membership)
Serves Butler, Clark, Darke, Greene Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and Warren counties.

Legislation: None to report for this quarter.
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Did you know?
 EDITORS NOTE: This is a special section provided by Commissioner Bill Cromer, who does a
superb job of providing interesting and relevant historical information about the military services.

ABOUT THE AIR FORCE

Brief History of the United States Air Force
By Christopher McCune, 460 SW Historian, BUCKLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Colorado

For over 100 years, the United States military has endeavored to master not just the battlefields that
we sail or trod upon, but the realms of air and space. As the U.S. Air Force approaches its 69th
birthday as an independent service on September 18th, we take these few moments to reflect on
where we began, and how Airmen of countless diverse backgrounds came together in times of peace
and war to secure the nation’s freedom.
The Air Force’s history and heritage is rooted in the creation of the Aeronautical Division of the U.S.
Signal Corps on Aug. 1, 1907. It consisted of one officer, Capt. Charles DeForest Chandler, and two
enlisted men, Cpl. Edward Ward and Pfc. Joseph E. Barrett. The division’s initial aircraft consisted of
kite balloons, before acquiring its first official airplane from the Wright Brothers in September 1908 at
a cost of $25,000. From this period until World War I, the Aeronautical Division acquired more aircraft
and individuals such as Benjamin Foulois, Henry Arnold, and Roy Kirtland who established an early
tradition of innovation and experimentation that has become the hallmark of our service.
World War I provided these aviators with the opportunity to test the limits of their daring in combat.
The exploits of the Lafayette Escadrille, a volunteer flying unit under French command, provided the
U.S. with an example of the capability of American pilots in air warfare. The official entry of the U.S.
into the war coincided with the transformation of the Signal Corps’ air arm into a fully-fledged section
conducting parallel air operations in training and combat actions, and requiring its own separate
divisions in logistics, civil engineering, research, and maintenance. On the battlefront, individuals such
as Eddie Rickenbacker and Frank Luke became household names as they gained the status of
combat aces.
By the end of the war, although nominally under the command of the U.S. Army, the unique nature of
its mission began providing the first glimpses of independence to come, as iconoclastic personalities
such as Billy Mitchell and Carl Spaatz sought to establish airpower within the military’s pecking order.
The period between the world wars brought with it further innovations and watershed achievements in
the field of aviation, ranging from aerial refueling to helicopters to the first rocket launches.
Improvements in aircraft design led to new records in flight endurance, highlighted by the spectacular
cross-Atlantic voyages of Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart. The Air Service itself was again
redesignated as the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1926 and slowly grew to 15 groups and three wings by
1938.
As the world once again fell into global conflict in the late 1930s, the efforts by Mitchell and others to
solidify airpower’s military importance paid off with the endorsement of President Franklin Roosevelt
to increase the number of aircraft in the Air Corps to 20,000 planes—a wildly optimistic number at the
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time, but one that proved prescient after the attack on Pearl Harbor officially brought the country into
war and forever changed the course of the nation’s history. Industrial factories sprouted up overnight
to produce a seemingly never-ending supply of fighters, bombers, and transport planes, while bases
across the country were established to train Airmen in every conceivable aspect of aircraft combat
and mission support. The “all-in” effort required of the American population not only led to the
successful victory in battle, but the increased roles played by women and minorities in enabling this
victory, such as the Women’s Army Air Corps and the Tuskegee Airmen, planted the first seeds of the
civil rights movements that grew and have flourished across the country in the ensuing decades. At
the end of the war, the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki forever cemented
airpower as an equal component of U.S. military might.
As the United States assumed its place as a global superpower during and after the war, so too did
the role of the Air Corps transform, first into the Army Air Forces in 1941 and finally as a separate
branch known as the U.S. Air Force in 1947. As the U.S. and the Soviet Union settled into the Cold
War, the Air Force took the lead in developing increasingly sophisticated weapons platforms, merely
hinted at during World War II, which exponentially increased the capabilities of national defense. This
resulted in both spectacular achievements as well as national tragedy as it evolved and grew into a
truly strategic combat and defense force. The Korean War saw the full flower of jet fighter combat,
aerial medical evacuations, and aerial resupply, while the Vietnam conflict featured close air support,
dogfights with air-to-air missiles, search and rescue, and massive multi-year bombing operations. The
Air Force took the lead in extending the nation’s defense into the “final frontier” of space, establishing
early warning networks for aircraft and intercontinental ballistic missiles while developing rocketry and
spacecraft technology that allowed us to land men on the moon and place satellites in orbit around the
earth.
Today, the Air Force continues its tradition of innovation, constantly striving to produce ever-more
sophisticated platforms in both air and space to protect the nation from those who would seek to do us
harm. Its pilots fly jet fighters that have not lost an air-to-air engagement in over 40 years, while its
bombers can penetrate anywhere in the world protected by stealth technology. Its special operations
and personnel recovery teams maintain the dedication of their forebears to “leave no one behind,” “so
others may live.” Its space operators execute a 24-hour/7-day a week no-fail mission, watching our
adversaries the world over with increasingly sophisticated satellites and sensors to detect even a hint
of hostile action and enable the destruction of their decision cycle. All are supported by tens of
thousands of dedicated support personnel in communications, logistics, civil engineering, aircraft
maintenance, security forces, medicine, finance, and dozens of other functions. As the world and its
threats continue to evolve, so too will the U.S. Air Force in anticipating and meeting those threats to
ensure that our liberties are sustained.

 EDITORS NOTE: We hope you find this information useful. Please see additional information
about the Huber Heights Military And Veterans Commission (HHMAVC) via our Facebook Page and
on the City of Huber Heights web site (hhoh.org) The Newsletter may be viewed at:
https://www.hhoh.org/517/Events-Resources
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